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years for

vulnerable children
Working with grassroots Christian partners determined
to make a difference in their own communities, we have
enabled local Christians all over the world to be the hands
and feet of Jesus, bringing good news to the lives of the
‘least of these’. What a privilege!

2018 is a big year for Global Care as we
celebrate our 35th anniversary.
Yes, it’s 35 years since Global Care began on the end of
Ron Newby’s kitchen table in Coventry, with letters asking
friends to sponsor the needy children he had recently met in
Uganda. We’re still in Coventry but we outgrew that kitchen
table years ago. What a journey it has been!

We want to mark our 35th year by telling some of these
stories. Stories of transformation and hope for individuals,
families and entire communities. Please browse our website
and follow our social media channels, to enjoy our stories.
Help us celebrate 35 years of adventure, struggle and global
care for vulnerable children.

Yet we don’t want to rest on our laurels. We want to use this
milestone year to raise a minimum of £35,000 to launch a
new initiative in Uganda, the country where it all began.
You can read more about this new project opposite. We
are also planning a series of events, to raise funds and
awareness, and to celebrate all you have helped us achieve.
You can read more about these over the page.
Please celebrate with us. If you want to book a Global Care
speaker for your own meeting or event, please email info@
globalcare.org or phone 030 030 21 030. Thank you!

BUILDING ABILITY IN DISABILITY
35TH ANNIVERSARY APPEAL

The combination of poverty and disability is toxic. Add stigma and discrimination, and the mix is even more destructive.
We want our 35th year, and the years ahead, to be
a time of transformation for more children made
more vulnerable because of the toxic combination of
poverty, disability and cultural stigma.
Our pioneering work with children with disabilities
in Soroti, in northern Uganda, over the last five
years, has seen transformation in the lives of some
extremely vulnerable children. Thanks to The Ark,
children who were once isolated and shunned are
now in school. Others have learned to walk with
aids, to speak, to recognise letters. To enjoy an
atmosphere of love and acceptance, instead of
stigma and fear.

School, a Church of Uganda school with whom we
have a strong partnership.
We will complete adaptations to buildings to make
them accessible to children with disabilities, and
provide term time accommodation to allow children
with mobility difficulties to attend the school. Getting
to and from school is an enormous challenge for
children with mobility difficulties, especially in
the remote and hilly terrain in the foothills of the
Rwenzori mountains. It would be impractical to
provide daily transport, but a residential unit would
be extremely effective.

There are an estimated
2.5 million children with
disabilities in Uganda.
According to a UNICEF-backed
2014 report*, 91% of them
may never go to school.
*Research Study on Children With
Disabilities Living in Uganda,
UNICEF, 2014

Of the 9% of children with
disabilities who do attend
primary school, a staggering
94% won’t complete primary
education.

Thousands of miles,
touching thousands
of lives.
Over 35 countries in 35 years. In times of disaster earthquake, flood and famine - we were there. In times of
crisis – sickness, family catastrophe, abuse and abandonment
- we were there. And over the long haul - through years
of education and struggle for the poorest, fighting for the
rights of the marginalised and disenfranchised - Global Care
has stood alongside vulnerable children until they learned to
stand alone.

DISABILITY FACTFILE

We want to build on this experience, but in a
different region – Rukungiri, in the south-west.
South-western Uganda has the worst rates of school
participation for children with disabilities in all
Uganda, outside the war-ravaged north-east.
We want to raise a minimum of £35,000 to develop
a new initiative targeting children with mobility
difficulties in rural Rukungiri. We plan to develop
a residential unit on the site of Kahororo Primary

We would like to make Kahororo Primary School
a centre of excellence for children with mobility
difficulties, and give children with disabilities the
chance to fulfil their potential through accessing
education and improved healthcare. What a fitting
celebration this would be for Global Care’s 35th year,
in the country where our work began.
Visit our website to find out more.

Only a tiny 6% of them –
around 15,000 children across
the whole country – make
it to secondary education.
Factor in the reality that the
majority of this data refers to
children with hearing or visual
impairments, and for children
with mobility difficulties, the
picture is even worse.

MORE, MORE, MORE!

GALA DINNER
For those who prefer to celebrate in slightly less frenetic ways, we
are hosting a gala dinner in the autumn to mark our anniversary
year.
Join us at the Village Hotel, Coventry, on Saturday 10 November,
for a three-course meal with live music, DJ, dancing, celebration
speakers and a silent auction. Tickets cost £30 each, or two for
£55 if booked before September. Email events@globalcare.org for
more details and put the date in your diary now.

The event will take place on
Saturday 30th June 2018, on
the River Avon at St Nicholas
Park, Warwick
Why not push the boat out and join us? We’re
looking for at least 10 teams of 13-15 people
to battle it out on the river, so you can join as a
group of friends or colleagues, as a church group,
or as individuals. There will be plenty of family fun
on the riverbanks too, and lots of space to picnic.
But it’s not just a fun day out – it’s for a great
cause as well, in support of our new initiative
helping children with disabilities in Uganda get to
school.

Why not pick up a paddle and join us? All
participants must pay a non-refundable £30
deposit, which covers most of our costs, and
commit to further fundraising towards our
disability initiative. There will be prizes for the
individual and the boat raising the most money, as
well as the winners of the regatta! The minimum
age to take part is 10 years old.
If you want to join us, email events@globalcare.
org for an information pack or visit our website at
www.globalcare.org/making-waves-for-disability/.

More, more, more? The cry of a frustrated toddler? No, it’s the cry of our hearts for 2018
and beyond, for God to equip us to do more, for more children who are more vulnerable.
We are extremely proud of our rich heritage, of all Global Care has achieved over the
past 35 years, and the way God has enabled us to impact the lives of so many children
in poverty and crisis. Many other small charities have not weathered the storms, and
we are so grateful to God, and to you, our faithful supporters, for sustaining us.

We have always been an organisation seeking to support vulnerable children, that will never change! In recent
years, however, we have honed our focus to support the most vulnerable, the poorest of the poor. Entire
communities may live in poverty, but we are committed to children facing poverty and additional barriers to
progress, perhaps through disability, ill-health, discrimination, abandonment, or inadequate adult protection.

Don’t let children with disabilities miss the boat – let’s make waves!
Our exciting Dragon Boat Regatta will pit teams of
rowers against each other, to see who is crowned
King of the River.

A WORD FROM THE CEO

AROUND THE WORLD IN

80 MINUTES

Long-standing supporter Rob Halligan
and our patron Fiona Castle are bringing
a personal touch to our milestone year
with a joint presentation highlighting their
involvement with Global Care over the
years.

Dalit children, Patripul, India

Fiona in Sri Lanka, 2016

Using music and stories from their own visits
to Global Care’s work, in countries as diverse
as Romania, Ethiopia, Bangladesh, Uganda,
Sri Lanka and Lebanon, Rob and Fiona aim
Rob in Lebanon, 2016
to celebrate our work and our impact on the
lives of vulnerable children they met.
‘Around the World in 80 Minutes’ promises to be an entertaining,
creative and inspiring event. The first presentation will be at
Canley Community Church, Coventry, on Saturday 17 February, at
7pm. Rob and Fiona will then take the event on a short tour. If you
would like to book them for your own church or event, please call
the office asap or get in touch with Rob via www.robhalligan.co.uk.
Further details about the tour, including tickets, will be available
on Rob’s website as they become available.

The Ark, Soroti, Uganda

Street children, Guatemala

Children, South Sudan

Examples include our work with Dalit children in Patripul (2012) and children with disabilities at The Ark, in
Soroti (2013). Or the pioneering work of our partners in Guatemala (2015), supporting street children through
mentoring, and our latest initiative in South Sudan (2017), a country so far down the list of developed nations
that almost the entire population qualifies as the ‘most vulnerable’.
We are also committed to the way we work: We are not empire
builders with all the answers, but facilitators of local Christian
groups reaching out to needy children in their own communities.
Global Care helps its international partners grow into their own
vision, building capacity until, hopefully, they too, can stand alone.
As we move towards our 40th year, expect more of this: More
grassroots initiatives in support of more children who are more
vulnerable. Yes, ‘more’ sums up our goal for this milestone year.
As we celebrate God’s provision in the past, and look for His
purpose in the future, we long to enter the years ahead equipped
for more, more, more!

"There is no question that progress
for the most disadvantaged
children and families is the defining
condition for delivering on the 2030
goals and determining the future
opportunities of generations to
come. The time to act is now."
The State of the World's Children, UNICEF, 2016

Over the coming months we hope to get out on the road to thank
so many of you who have stood with us over the years. We hope our travels
and events will bring us into contact with partners old and new, to celebrate
and to share 35 years of change for vulnerable children. Thank you once again
for all your support.

IF WE DON'T STAND UP FOR CHILDREN, THEN WE DON'T STAND FOR MUCH
CHILDREN'S STORIES FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Hart: Sri Lanka
When *Hart was seven, her alcoholic father
abandoned his family. Homeless and unable
to support her five children on a housemaid’s
wages, Hart’s mother put the four youngest
in children’s homes, where they were bitterly
unhappy.
Almost immediately, she regretted it. Despite her pitiful
earnings, she saved as hard as she could, but it was never
enough. In desperation, she went to a loan shark and
rented a one-roomed hut on the beach.
It was wonderful to have the family together again. But their financial difficulties were overwhelming.
Every day was a struggle for survival. Education was no-one’s priority, and the children stayed at home for
more than 18 months.
Hart’s two older siblings had once been students at the Morning Star Care Centre, funded by Global Care,
before their father’s desertion. The MSCC field officer heard
rumours that the family were back together and tried to trace
them several times.
In October 2014, after a chance meeting with the field
officer, ten year-old Hart and her siblings joined MSCC. Our
partners pay the train fare for them to get to the centre, and
provide them all with breakfast and lunch. It’s a weight off
their mother’s shoulders. And it’s a potentially life-changing
opportunity.
When Hart joined MSCC her educational standard was very
low, but she has been catching up fast. Now 13, she is on
a par academically with other students her age, and she is
also learning vocational skills including cooking and sewing.
She is a member of the school band and plays the melodica.
Our partners describe her as “responsible with leadership
qualities”. Her future looks so much brighter now.

"Children who grow up
deprived not only have limited
opportunities to fulfil their
potential; they often have no
option but to raise their own
children in poverty. To break this
vicious cycle, poverty reduction
must begin with a focus on
children.”
The State of the World’s Children, UNICEF, 2016

Mary: Honduras

Mia: Kenya

*Mary was on the verge of being
abandoned to a stranger when our
partners in Honduras stepped in to save
her.

Seven-year-old *Mia lives with her mother,
grandmother and three other childen in
a one-room shack in the heart of Kibera,
Kenya, one of the biggest slums in Africa.

One of 16 children, Mary lived with her family in a
tumbledown shack in Talanga, where our partners’
home for former street children, Project Manuelito,
is based. Her mother suffers from terrible
osteoporosis and on many days can hardly move.

Her grandmother is blind, her cousin is HIV+, and her
two siblings have dropped out of school. Until Global
Care’s intervention, no-one in this family had much
hope for the future.
But Mia and her cousin are now pupils at Spurgeon’s
Academy, a school for Kibera’s poorest children,
supported by Global Care. They receive two meals a
day, school uniform and learning materials, counselling and support, clothes and occasional food
baskets for the family, along with a high quality primary education.
Our partners say: “Thank you very much Global Care for your continued support. We understand
that you sometimes have to go out of your way to ensure that the children under our care are safe
and sound, God bless you.”

Ruth: Zambia
Meet little *Ruth, the newest member of Global Care’s
sponsorship programme.
This little girl has just celebrated her third birthday, and lives with her
widowed mother and two siblings in a remote village. She suffers from
bouts of malaria, but our partners say her health is otherwise good.
Ruth has just joined a nursery class. It’s the start of her educational
journey, and the start of her sponsorship journey. Let’s pray for this little
one – for grace for whatever lies ahead. Give thanks she has someone
else to watch over her now.

It costs only

73p

per day
to sponsor a vulnerable child
and grow a strong adult.

Visit www.globalcare.org/sponsor

The owners kept threatening to evict the family,
and Mary’s mother decided to give her daughter away to someone she did not even know,
because she couldn’t take care of her.
Fortunately, the woman who was going to take Mary asked for directions from our partners’
Project Coordinator. When our partners realised what was happening, they immediately took
Mary into permanent custody.
For two years now, Mary has been attending the school at Manuelito, along with one of her
younger brothers. Our partners say: “She is a very happy little girl who now has all her needs
met thanks to generous organisations like Global Care.”

Benard: Uganda
Eight-year-old AIDS orphan Benard first came onto Global
Care’s sponsorship programme 16 years ago.
Living with his aunt and experiencing relentless poverty, things got even
worse when Benard himself became critically ill.
On our website you can hear Benard tell himself how sponsorship
changed everything. Now aged 24, he is holding down a responsible job,
and dreams of sponsoring a child himself one day.
Listen to Benard at www.globalcare.org/2018/01/benards-story/.

EMPOWERING EDUCATION

BIG GIVE 2018

Fifty new teachers started training in South Sudan this month,
thanks to your generous response to our Christmas Appeal.

In 2018 we hope to join the Big Give Christmas
Challenge again, but with a more ambitious
matchfunding goal.

Our newest initiative, with our partners in the Diocese of Wau, aims to improve
educational opportunities for children in a country where, shockingly, less than
10% of children complete primary education, and provide jobs for young people.

To achieve this we need to identify more ‘pledgers’ – donors
willing to pledge larger sums of money (minimum £250) to be
used as matchfunding in next year’s appeal.

Thanks to your generosity, we raised over £20,500, which will pay for not one,
but two years training for all 50 teachers on the three-year course. Trainees will
teach in the mornings and study in the afternoons.

Pledge funding is first used to attract Champion funding from
philanthropists working through the Big Give, and these two types of gifts then comprise the
matchfunding pot offered during the Christmas Challenge. Champion funds are only awarded
up to the total of a charity’s pledges, so confirming pledges is an important first step. Pledge
gifts effectively quadruple in value throughout the campaign!

IN SOUTH SUDAN

HANDS OF HOPE

WOULD YOU BE ONE OF OUR PLEDGERS?

Global Care has a wonderful heritage of being a helping hand in
the lives of children suffering through the biggest humanitarian
crises of our time.
Our work with Syrian Refugees in Lebanon is a current example, as well as last
year’s extremely successful Harvest Appeal, in support of children starving in
Soroti, after prolonged drought brought famine across East Africa in 2017.
Over our 35 year history we have intervened at moments of world crisis, again and
again. Our long-term strategic goal is always to offer a hand up, not a hand out.
But there are some situations where a hand out is not just… handy. It’s vital for life.

In every situation of poverty and crisis, founder
Ron Newby’s all-time favourite motto still holds
as true as ever:

You can’t

Currently the Diocese of Wau have only two trained teachers across all 13 of their
primary schools, and one group of seven trainees, so the development of 50 trained
teachers from across the five dioceses making up Northern Bahr El Ghazal province will
have immediate and ongoing impact.
We were particularly pleased with the success of our participation in the Big Give
Christmas Challenge, the UK’s largest match-funding campaign. With a pot of £4,000
available for matchfunding, including £2,000 from Big Give Champions the Coles
Medlock Foundation, we hoped to raise £8,000 for the work in South Sudan during the
seven-day Christmas Challenge, beginning 28 November.
In fact, we raised the full amount in less than 36 hours, a fantastic achievement, and
went on to raise a total of £11,499 in online donations during the Christmas Challenge,
over half the total amount raised in our Christmas Appeal.

do everything,
but you mustn’t

do nothing!

If you would be interesting in becoming a Pledger for our 2018 Big Give Christmas Challenge,
most likely in support of our Anniversary Appeal, please contact Ella-Sophia or Clare on 030 030
21 030 or email donor.relations@globalcare.org.

Thank you to every one of our supporters who
took this to their hearts, enabling us to be hands
offering hope, to so many children in their hour
of greatest need.
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LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR
AT LENT

Slashing school dropout rates and helping
children from poor families make a success
of their education; these are the aims of the
preschools run by our partners in rural
Bangladesh.
Our partners, Love Your Neighbour (LYN), know that
improving access to education is key to lifting families and
whole communities out of poverty. But sometimes, access
alone isn’t enough. Children need skills to benefit from
formal schooling, or else they become discouraged and
drop out. Especially when illiterate parents don’t grasp the
value of education, and prefer children to help in the home
or tend livestock instead.
Our partners’ pre-schools in Horintana and surrounding
villages give children a headstart in basic literacy and
numeracy, and essential classroom skills like how to sit still
and listen, and how to learn.
They are currently operating six pre-schools, currently of
35-40 pupils, for children of illiterate fishermen, landless
farmers and casual labourers. Children usually start
between the ages of three and four, staying for three years,
although sometimes children will enrol as late as eight.
Since the first pre-school opened in 2005, around 2000
children have passed through their classrooms. Evidence
shows their strategy is working. While an estimated 21%
of children in Bangladesh drop out before completing
primary education, the dropout rate for children who
have attended an LYN pre-school is just 2%. So hundreds
of children who might never have been able to benefit
from education have been enabled to do so, and to make a
success of their opportunities.

Our Lent Appeal this year aims to raise enough money to
fund the entire pre-school operation for a year, at a cost of
£13,200. Currently our partners fund the work on a ‘wing and
a prayer’, juggling resources to make sure the pre-schools

keep going. Every year this becomes a little more challenging.
We would like to encourage them by boosting their funds
with a large enough grant to fund all the pre-schools for the
year ahead.

Ahnaf Excels

"The benefits of investing in quality education
for the most disadvantaged children
are tremendous – for this generation of
children, for the next generation and for
the communities and societies in which
they live. Education nourishes young minds,
expands horizons and can break the cycle of
disadvantage that traps generations in poverty.
By investing in education systems and putting
the needs of the most disadvantaged children
first, nations can unlock education’s potential
to transform children’s lives and the world.”
The State of the World’s Children, UNICEF, 2016

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY

£12

£50

£110

buys a schoolbag
and uniform for one student
buys enough educational materials
for ten students for six months
(books, pencils, eraser, sharpener, slate and chalk)

equips one pre-school classroom
with blackboards, floor mats, chalk and
pencils OR pays a teacher for one month
You can donate at

www.globalcare.org/Lent-2018
or use the enclosed leaflet.

Little *Ahnaf joined the pre-school at Horintana in 2007, at the age
of six.
Born into poverty, he had been badly
malnourished as a baby and toddler, and his
poor health meant he came relatively late to
education.
The LYN pre-school gave him the caring
environment he needed in order to catch up
with his peers, and right from the beginning
he showed the makings of a star student.
After three years with LYN he joined a formal
government school and went on to complete
his primary school certificate, with an A grade, in just three years.
Ahnaf continued his studies at high school, and last year passed his junior high
certificate with flying colours. Now aged 17, he hopes to complete his secondary
school career with an ‘A’ grade in his final exams in 2019. If his parents can find
funding he wants to study electrical engineering.
Our partners are so proud of all Anhaf has achieved. They say: “Ahnaf is still grateful
for his time at LYN pre-school, that he spent a quality time of his childhood here. The
community people also love him so much, and everybody thinks he will be a wellestablished man after completion of his study.”

CONSENT TO CONTACT YOU
Following a series of scandals rocking the charity
sector in recent years, new laws about how
charities handle donors’ personal details come
into force in May 2018.
There is still considerable confusion in the sector about
exactly how the new laws will be applied, but the spirit of the
legislation very much aims to put power of choice back into
the hands of supporters.
In order to prevent cold calling, spamming and the selling
of personal data – practices in which Global Care has NEVER
engaged – all donors must now give charities ‘specific,
informed consent’ for the sending of newsletters, marketing
or appeals information, as well as specific consent for each
method by which they wish to be contacted, by post, phone,
text or email.

We don’t want to fudge the issue – we believe it is the right
thing to do, and part of our commitment to honesty and
transparency in all our dealings with our supporters.

All it takes is a moment of your time to stay in touch with all
we are doing.

We already make a point of contacting people who drop out
of touch with us for three years or more, to ask if they want
to continue hearing from us. This is an extension of that
donor-centred practice.

Please do one of the following:

We need you to give us fresh permission to contact you with
marketing information (Newsbrief, appeals and events) and
tell us how you wish to be contacted: by post, phone, or email
or any combination of the above.

yes, please!

Some charities are hoping the confusion means they don’t
have to act yet, or that it won’t apply to small charities like us,
or that they can use ‘legitimate interest’ as the legal grounds
for contacting anyone who has donated in recent years and
carry on as they always have.

Regardless of how long you have supported us, we will not
continue to send you this information if you do not give us
your consent to do so.

At Global Care we have decided to act in accordance with the
spirit of the legislation and put the power of contact entirely
in your hands.

If you are a sponsor or partner we will continue to send you
your sponsorship/partnership information by post, but will
not be able to contact you for any other reason after May
2018.

Fill in the enclosed postcard and
return in the enclosed freepost
envelope
Go to www.globalcare.org/updatemy-consent and fill in our online form
Phone our Donor Development
Officer, Ella-Sophia Peaple, on 030
030 21 030, and she will amend your
records accordingly

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

*Names have been changed to protect the identy of children
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A printed copy of Global Care’s
2016-2017 Trustees Annual Report
is available from our office on
request, or downloadable from our
website at
www.globalcare.org/resources/
annual-report.

