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Children in urgent need of protection from gangs or abusers 
will benefit from a new shelter developed by our partners in 
Guatemala, supported by legacy funding from Global Care.

Our partners in Guatemala run a ground-breaking mentoring 
programme which helps children on the streets, without the 
expense and severing of relational ties caused by running a 
traditional children’s home. 

The mentoring programme is seeing some amazing results, 
helping children and young people make better choices, 
reducing risky behaviours, and improving access to education. 
However, in the course of their work, our partners at Street 
Kids Direct still come across a handful of children living in 
extreme danger or experiencing criminal abuse. 

They have identified the need for a short-term Protection 
Home, offering temporary shelter for children and families 
in crisis, while longer term solutions, or prosecutions, are 
sought.

They have been busy transforming a three-story building 
in Guatemala City into a welfare centre, incorporating the 
Protection Home. Earlier this summer they ran out of funds, 
facing a shortfall of £83,000 before the work could be 
completed. 

A legacy gift to Global Care has enabled us to step forward 
and support them, to see their vision completed. We sent 
£41,500 to be used as match-funding, encouraging gifts from 
other donor groups supporting our partners. We hope work 
will be completed soon, so the shelter can open this summer.

Our partners still 
come across children 

living in extreme 
danger or experiencing 

criminal abuse

A LEGACY OF
PROTECTION

NEED ON THE STREET: FACTFILE
• 3,000 young people are murdered every year in 

Guatemala

• 5,000 children go missing every year

• Guatemala is the only country in Latin America where 
poverty rates are rising

• In 2017, 4,195 girls aged 10-14 years became 
pregnant

MENTORING MAKES A 
DIFFERENCE
A mentored child is:

•  46% less likely to use illegal drugs.

• 52% less likely to drop out of school

• 33% less likely to hurt someone

• 27% less likely to begin to use alcohol at an early 
age

A team of volunteers from Global Care North 
East visited the work in Guatemala and Honduras 
earlier this year. Sponsor Ollie Batchelor reports:

“Our time away was busy, full of colour and intense emotion. 
There was much that was shocking and heart-breaking but 
there was also a constant thread of hope, and belief that 
things could change, because God was in the midst of the 
mess and cared deeply about each child we met.

I was deeply impressed by the loving attitude of the project 
workers. The children drew so much from the conversations, 
laughter and encouragement they received - quietly, 
consistently and at every opportunity. The projects were all 
safe, nurturing environments where the children not only 
escaped the harsh realities of street life, but were able to 
develop their education and build resilience. In spite of 
much sadness and struggle, there was joy and laughter too.

I was also impressed by the quality and professionalism of 
the staff. Their programmes were based on research and 
evidence, and didn’t just rely upon good Christian intentions. 
The excellent mentoring programme is making a real 
difference because it is built on these strong foundations. 

The faith and courage of the workers I met was amazing. In 
all cases they were giving up more comfortable lives back 
home to reach out to children, to work with parents, abusers 
and the authorities to create opportunities for children to 
break free from poverty and abuse. 

I’ve supported Global Care for many years and have always 
believed in the work that it does, but seeing it in action has 
cemented my commitment to the organisation. Global Care 
does what it says on the tin and I am confident that the 
money we give is going to the right places and being spent 
in the right ways.

I saw just a few children, from a few Global Care projects, 
in just one part of the world, but it does equally important 
work across other continents and in many other countries, 
with needy children who live in dark and dangerous places, 
enduring extreme hardship and difficulty. And it values these 
children and loves these children, giving them a hope and 
a future away from poverty, abuse and exploitation, whilst 
pointing them to the God of love, who cares for them every 
bit as much as for us. 'The light shines in the darkness and 
the darkness will never put it out.'"

HOPE IN THE DARKNESS



LEGACIES OFFER

NEW LIFE
Vulnerable children across the world have benefitted from legacy giving through Global Care 
in recent months.

Two legacies totalling £172,856 have been generously gifted to us in the last 12 months. 

As well as £41,500 for the Protection Home in 
Guatemala City, legacy funds totalling £23,000 bought 
a new minibus for transporting children with disabilities 
to and from The Ark in Soroti. 

Remedial work costing £15,000 was also carried out at 
the Grace Children’s Home in Yangon, after structural 
damage was caused by a termite attack.

We have also put aside further funds to support our partners’ efforts to find a new location for 
the Heavena shelter, in Sri Lanka, which was 
recently served an eviction notice after more 
than ten years in the same property.

Heavena is the only refuge in the whole country 
offering more than a few nights shelter to 
both women and children who have suffered 
domestic violence, meaning families are not 
split up when they seek refuge from abusive 
situations. 

John White, CEO, said: “We would not have been able to meet all of these needs from existing 
funds, yet they were all urgent matters affecting the operations of our international partners, 
and, therefore, the welfare of children in their care. It has been a privilege to serve them in this 
way, and to see their needs provided for, and we are so grateful to those generous donors who 
made this work possible. A legacy can have a powerful impact, lasting beyond a lifetime.”

If you would like to think about making Global Care a legacy in your will, you 
can find out more by downloading our Legacy Pack from our website, at 
www.globalcare.org/legacies or you can ring the office and ask for a copy on 
030 030 21 030

Don and Lorraine Odendaal were third generation farmers in 
Chipinge, southeastern Zimbabwe.

Living in a country devastated by AIDS, severe drought and 
civil war, the couple battled bureaucracy and local hostility to 
open a home for orphans and abandoned children.

“Many local people were very suspicious of us,” Lorraine 
admits. “They could not understand how white farmers would 
want to care for black children.”

Thankfully, Don and Lorraine won over local pastors, who 
identified the children most in need of help. Building work 
– “all by faith and with very little money” – was almost
complete when the Odendaals had a visitor from the UK,
Global Care’s founder, Ron Newby.

Lorraine says: “God's timing is always perfect! We had the 
home but no children and no money to support any orphans. 
Ron's visit was a vision coming true. Global Care had started a 

famine relief programme, and the pastor wanted to show Ron 
our work.” 

The Houtberg Childcare Centre finally opened its doors in 
January 1998 in a secure compound on the Odendaal’s farm, 
with support from Global Care in place. “We never gave up on 
the fact that my Mom believed she had heard from God, and 
trusted God every step of the way,” says Lorraine. There were 
to be many occasions ahead when trusting God was hard. 

Political difficulties meant that sadly, in 2001, Don and 
Lorraine were forced to leave their home, and the country 
they loved, after the bulk of their farmland was “resettled” by 
the government.

Lorraine explains: “Eventually we realised it was time to go. 
Our income was almost totally depleted, our safety was in 
jeopardy and some of our black friends were having a tough 
time because of associating with us.”

The Odendaals handed everything over to local pastor, 
Mishack, but sadly, the difficulties were not at an end. 
Political corruption and economic instability led to some 
very dark years, and in October 2008, Mishack’s family were 
thrown out of the farmhouse by associates of the governing 
party, despite having clear ownership documentation.

The new owners looted the property and took the best fields. 
Electricity and water supplies were cut off. The children 
drank river water, cleaned with a bleach solution to avoid 
cholera. Sending financial aid was complex – the Zimbabwean 
currency was so devalued that 300 trillion dollars bought just 
two loaves of bread and a couple of newspapers.

Through thick and thin, Global Care stuck with the children, 
trying to keep the centre going until the political climate 

stabilised. That day eventually came, and John White, Global 
Care’s CEO, made his first visit in the summer of 2013. Staff 
were wary of change, in fear of the land being stolen if 
improvements were made rapidly.

But gradually, over the last five years, a new borehole 
opened, providing clean water, the electricity supply was 
reconnected, livestock purchased, and, most recently, a major 
irrigation project has improved productivity, thanks to funds 
from the Jersey Overseas Aid Commission.

Today the Centre is home to around 20 children who look 
forward to a brighter future, in a country where poverty 
and unemployment are endemic and up to three quarters 
of the population live below the poverty line. They have a 
good supply of home-grown food, and enough surplus to sell 
commercially, making the Centre more self-sufficient.

Lorraine says: “We regularly thank God for the divine meeting 
with Ron Newby so many years ago which made it all possible. 
Without Global Care’s faithfulness we would probably have 
had to close the home and turn away needy children.”

Her words are echoed by the staff at the centre: “We cannot 
express our gratitude in words. The work is wonderful. 
The children’s home is now a place of admiration to our 
community. This has been achieved through your love and 
care.”

A PLACE OF

ADMIRATION
TO THE COMMUNITY

#35stories  |  #35years

We're not the only ones celebrating a significant 
anniversary this year. The Houtberg Childcare Centre 
in Zimbabwe launched in 1998, and twenty years later 
is still going strong, overcoming political corruption and 
economic collapse.

Read the full story at www.globalcare.org/
resources/35stories.

LIFE IS NOT AS 
STABLE AS WE THINK

As we went to print, a shocking 
volcanic eruption in Guatemala left 
more than 100 people dead. Our 
partners SKD Guatemala are based in 
Guatemala City just 25 miles away. 
Director Duncan Dyason wrote: 

“It does seem that Guatemala suffers 
more than its fair share of pain and 
tragedy. I know we work in the micro, 
helping children and families at risk 
of living on the streets, but the macro 
picture can often be overlooked as TV 
crews pack up and head to the next 
major news story.  For those of us left 
behind we feel the pain of Guatemala 
as it sighs deeply and seeks to pick itself 
up and try again.

The local response has been 
inspiring.  Some of the rescuers have 
lost their lives or have been badly 
burned.  Schools, churches and other 
organisations have started to collect 
food and clothes for those affected 
while soldiers, police and the always 
servant-hearted bomberos (fire and 

rescue brigade) continue to help 
survivors and hold out some hope of 
finding people still alive.  My response 
is to not donate just yet but to wait and 
see what local people actually need.  
Money will be needed much later but 
those most affected are being cared for, 
fed, clothed and housed.

We can never make sense of this 
event apart from knowing we live in 
a now fallen world, with all its flaws 
and desperate longings for a paradise 
restored.  The groans from our planet 
tell us that life is not as stable as we 
think.  The subsequent earth tremor in 
Guatemala does make you realise that 
what we think is stable really is not.  

As a Christian all I can say is that my 
hope is not in this fallen world or in 
material things or even in those around 
me. I have to place my hope in my God 
who has changed my life... Despite 
the mess, the pain, the loss and the 
uncertainty may we find peace in Him 
who is always with us and beckons us to 
see that all we know and have around 
us will soon be gone and that a much 
better place is already prepared for us.” 

We can never make sense 
of this event apart from 

knowing we live in a now 
fallen world, with all 

its flaws and desperate 
longings for a paradise 

restored.

http://www.globalcare.org/legacies
http://www.globalcare.org/resources/35stories


"YOU HAVE MADE US PEOPLE OF MEANING TO OUR COMMUNITIES..."
Our sponsors change the 
lives of children every day.

Join us!
Give a vulnerable child a 
future for only £22/month.

www.globalcare.org/sponsor

#35stories  |  #35years

Former sponsored children are sharing their stories as a way of marking our 
milestone year. 35stories is proving a popular feature on our website and 
social media pages. Search for @GlobalCareUK or go to www.globalcare.org/
resources/35stories/ to read or watch the stories in full, and watch out for 
more stories being added throughout 2018.

*Moe is nearing the end of 
his sponsorship. Our partners in 

Bangladesh say: “These ten years 
(2007-2017) transformed Moe’s life. 

He says, ‘I would have been a day 
labourer if I was not brought here’. 

At the age of eleven, he who did not 
have any idea about the alphabet, is 

now reading in college.”

Moe, college student, Bangladesh

“Global Care has made an 
indelible mark in my life and I am 

truly indebted for the constant support 
which has made me the person I 
am today. Global Care has helped 

transform many lives such as mine and 
the sponsorship programme across 

the globe is phenomenal. I hope one 
day to find a way of giving back to the 

organisation and keeping going the 
tradition of serving others and giving 

God all the glory.” 

Md Zeeshan Faiz, 24-year-old coffee shop 
manager, Kolkata, India

“To all Global Care’s 
sponsors and supporters, only 
God can properly reward you 
for what you have done. You 

have made the decision to give 
help and hope to someone 

you don’t even know, and in 
doing so you have changed our 
lives and helped us to become 

people of meaning to our 
communities.

I pray that Almighty God will 
bless the work of your hands 

and multiply your efforts 
abundantly in Jesus’ name.”

Oteger Simon, 24-year-old IT 
worker, Uganda

“I was one of the lucky ones. Thanks to Global Care I was able 
to finish my education and draw inspiration from the charity’s work 

in Uganda. My dream is for future generations of Deaf children 
to experience the best in school and not to face the barriers and 

challenges I did. 

“Perhaps people don’t always realise just how much of a difference 
their pound can make to turn round the life of a vulnerable child. 
Global Care’s support helped not only me, but also hundreds of 

other Deaf children who hopefully will soon be learning in digital 
classrooms.

“Above all, I am able to smile today because I know that children 
with disabilities like myself in Soroti and beyond now have hope.”

Eroku Simon, 29-year-old deaf entrepreneur & 
disability campaigner, Uganda

“Thank you for simply believing in the 
children and young people. You are affecting 
many lives through what you do. Thank you, 

Global Care, for loving children. The Bible says, 
“Whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me”. 

“So really talking about these children, I am one 
of them. It’s thanks to people like you that I am 

here today. I infinitely appreciate you. I pray that 
God continues to prosper you. And thank you 

especially to those people who pray. Thank you 
from the bottom of my heart. I hope you continue 

to see the harvest of the seeds you’ve sown.”

Rita Medinez, former street child, now a 
primary school teacher, Honduras

“If all students in low-income 
countries left school with 
basic reading skills,

an estimated 171 million people 
could be lifted out of poverty, 

which would be equivalent to a

 12% reduction in 
global poverty.”

Unicef: Education, the case for support, Dec 2015

http://www.globalcare.org/sponsor
http://www.globalcare.org/resources/35stories/
http://www.globalcare.org/resources/35stories/


Sultana's Story
“My name is Sultana Khatoon. I live in a Muslim-dominated 
area in central Kolkata, India. It is very crowded, with people 
living inside the buildings and also squatting in corridors and 
thoroughfares.

“Although I live in the heart of the city, I didn’t attend school 
until I was seven, as we couldn’t afford the fees. My father 
was the only earning member of our family then and there 
were many mouths to feed.”

Life did not look promising for the young Sultana. Born into 
poverty in an orthodox Muslim family, her future was already 
mapped out: “According to our customs and religious beliefs, 
a girl child is forbidden to freely come out of her house,” she 
explains. “She stays indoors, confined to the four walls of the 
house, and attends to all the house chores until she reaches 
the age of puberty. Then she is engaged to be married.”

But Sultana’s life changed when she was enrolled at the 
Pavement Club, supported by Global Care, which offers 
children from the slums of Kolkata the opportunity to study, 
often for the first time. A keen student, three years later 
Sultana was accepted onto Global Care’s child sponsorship 
programme to enable her to continue her education.

Sultana says: “The sponsorship programme made a world 
of difference in my life. I used to write twice a year to my 
sponsor and I vividly remember receiving very encouraging 
letters back. Through the support of Global Care, I was able to 
complete my primary education. It also opened up activities 
so I could develop myself holistically. Most importantly, it 

enabled me to develop my hidden potential and break free 
from the taboos of my community. 

“I feel proud to say that through the sponsorship programme, 
I graduated successfully from non-formal education and also 
completed the final exams of a formal school education.”

And Sultana’s education didn’t stop there. Bitten by the 
learning bug, she went on to take an adult education sewing 
and tailoring course at Jadavpur University in Kolkata.

“And my most cherished achievement is that I am a recipient 
of the Gold Award from the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
scheme,” she adds. The DoE scheme is run by the Pavement 
Club, and offers genuinely new opportunities to children from 
the slums.

The story doesn’t stop there. Sultana is determined to keep 
‘paying it forward’: After training through UNICEF as a peer 
educator, she now works for an organisation called CINI Asha 
– Child in Need Institute – in Kolkata, which aims to change 
the lives of children living on the streets through access to 
education from a young age.

Sultana says: “I have been working for CINI Asha for the past 

Access to education gave Sultana Khatoon the 
key to a future free from domestic drudgery and 
early marriage. The 26-year-old peer educator, 
who is committed to empowering other girls and 
young women in the slums of Kolkata, says it is 
all thanks to Global Care.

A girl child is forbidden to freely come 
out of her house. She stays indoors...until 

she reaches the age of puberty. 
Then she is engaged to be married.

six years. I believe that serving others is a high calling and God 
led me to work as a peer educator for this organisation.

“My work has helped me to 
understand the importance 
of social service and of 
reaching out to loveless and 
forgotten children living 
on the streets. My job also 
includes carrying out surveys 
in the community, educating 
mothers about social issues 

and linking members of the community with facilities provided 
by the government. I thoroughly enjoy my work because it 
gives me a sense of belonging and it is incredible to see the 
transformation that takes place within families.”

Sultana says that her long-term ambition is to train as a 

social worker so that she can equip even more men, women 
and children with the skills they need to live satisfying and 
meaningful lives.

She adds: “I was sponsored by Global Care for 11 years and 
I would like to say thank you to the charity for making such 
a mark on my life. Your support made me the person I am 
today. I am also grateful to Global Care’s partner organisation, 
Emmanuel Ministries, for spreading awareness regarding child 
rights, gender equality and the empowerment of the girl child. 
Thank you!”

The sponsorship programme...
enabled me to develop my hidden 
potential and break free from the 

taboos of my community.

The streets of Kolkata

Sultana as a sponsored child

Sultana today

Sultana at work

73p 

It costs only

per day
to sponsor a vulnerable child

Visit www.globalcare.org/sponsor to change the life of a child like Sultana

and grow a strong adult.

“Girls’ education is a strategic 
development priority. Better-educated 
women tend to be healthier, participate 
more in the formal labor market, earn 
higher incomes, have fewer children, 
marry at a later age, and enable better 
health care and education for their own 
children... All these factors combined can 
help lift households, communities, and 
nations out of poverty.”
World Bank, 2017

http://www.globalcare.org/sponsor


As a Christian organisation, it is so important for us to 
round off our milestone year thanking God for all He has 
done, and to commit the next 35 years into His hands.

Our Thanksgiving Service will take 
place on Saturday 1 December, at 
The Salvation Army in Lamb Street, 
Coventry. Both Baroness Caroline 
Cox (left) and Fiona Castle (below), 
our long-standing friends and 

Patrons of Global Care, will be taking part in the service. 

There will also be an 
opportunity earlier in the 
afternoon to take part in 
some workshops exploring 
various aspects of Global 
Care’s work, so if you want to get to know us better, it’s 
an ideal opportunity to meet the team and learn more. 

Please put the date in your diary to join us for afternoon 
workshops and an evening service.

35 YEARS: ANNIVERSARY ACTION
Our 35th Anniversary year is proving even busier than we predicted – 
and there are lots more exciting events still on the horizon.

Dragon Boat 
Regatta

Join us on the banks of the River Avon at St 
Nicholas Park, Warwick, to watch our teams 
battle it out in their dragon boats to see who will 
be crowned king of the river!

The event, a fundraiser for our Anniversary 
Appeal, takes place on Saturday 30 June, from 
10am-2pm, and will include games, family fun 
and a BBQ, as well as the action on the river. Do 
please join us - we really are putting the fun in 
fundraising with this one!

St Nicholas' Park, Warwick
Saturday 30 June, 10-2

Games, Family Fun & BBQ

The Salvation Army, Coventry
Saturday 1 December

With Baroness Cox & Fiona Castle

AROUND THE WORLD IN

80 MINUTES

Long-standing supporters Rob Halligan and Patron 
Fiona Castle have joined forces for a special 
presentation to celebrate Global Care’s 35th 
anniversary year, which they are taking on tour.

‘Around the World in 80 Minutes’ is an entertaining, 
creative and inspiring evening of music and stories, 
as Rob and Fiona reflect on all the countries they 
have visited, and the lives they have seen changed.

Their next presentation is at Morecambe Parish Church on 23 June, followed by Grange 
Baptist Church in Letchworth Garden City on 14 July.

If you would like to book Rob & Fiona for your own church or group, please ring the office 
on 030 030 21 030.

Put on your glad rags and join us for our Gala Dinner and Auction, to be held at The Village Hotel, Coventry, on Saturday 10 
November.

Special prizes will be up for grabs in the Auction. There will also be live music and dancing.
Tickets cost £30 per head and are on sale now. Please ring the office on 030 030 21 030 to book.

The Village Hotel, Coventry
Saturday 10 November

Book now on 030 030 21 030

Why not book Rob & Fiona to 
perform at your church?

Ring 030 030 21 030 to find out more

Thanksgiving Service

Global Care we place a high 
value on relationships, and 
face-to-face meetings are 

by far and away the best way of develop-
ing deeper connections, both in the UK and 
abroad. For this reason, we’d love to see as 
many as possible of our UK supporters and 

partners at our anniversary events this year. We’d like to get to 
know you better, and for you to know us in turn. Please do join 
us for one or more of the events listed here. Or if you’re a part-
ner church or group, and would like us to come to you instead, 
do contact the office to book a Global Care speaker. Thank you 
for your support.”

John White, CEO 

“Prayer Is Where 
The Action Is...”

Our 35th anniversary isn’t just about stories, action and events! 
As a Christian charity, we know everything we do and say must 
be underpinned by prayer. We so appreciate those who use our 
monthly Prayer Focus to support us in this crucial way. 

We are also trialling new prayer events for sponsors. Earlier this 
year, around 40 Uganda sponsors gathered to pray and to talk 
directly to David, one of our managers in Soroti, via Skype. In 
July, Bangladesh sponsors and partners and Lent Appeal donors 
are invited to meet Joshe, the director of Love Your Neighbour, 
our partners in Bangladesh, and to pray for the work. 

If you would like to join our praying team or attend prayer 
events, do let us know on donor.relations@globalcare.org.uk.

“At

“It’s fantastic to hear about the 
impact of a charity like Global 
Care transforming the lives of 
children in all sorts of places 
across the world. It’s inspiring 
actually, I loved hearing the 
stories.”

mailto:donor.relations@globalcare.org.uk


*Names have been changed to protect the identity of children
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SEEKING NEW TRUSTEES
We are looking to expand the membership of our board of Trustees.  Have you ever 

thought of using your skills, experience, knowledge and ideas to make a lasting 
difference to a cause or organisation you care about? We are looking for two new 

members who will help us extend our skills base, understanding and experience in 
the areas of Relief and Development, and Fundraising/Marketing.  

To find out more about these vacancies, please go to

www.globalcare.org/volunteering

LENT:Thank You!
Thanks to everyone who gave so generously to our Lent Appeal, which raised a total 
of £11,214 to fund our partners’ preschools in Bangladesh.

The preschools give children from extremely poor families a headstart in education, 
and vital classroom skills. Since the first preschool opened in 2005, around 2000 
children have passed through. The evidence shows this intervention is making a 
massive difference:

While an estimated 21% of children in Bangladesh drop out before completing 
primary education, the dropout rate for children who have attended one of our 
partner’s preschools is just 2%.

Hundreds of children who might never have made a success of their education 
have been enabled to do so. The Lent Appeal raised almost enough for a full year’s 
funding for the six preschools currently in operation.

ENJOYED READING NEWSBRIEF?
We hope this edition of Newsbrief has inspired you and shown you the 
immense value of your support for vulnerable children around the world. 
But we want to do more for more children who are more vulnerable  - 
and we need your help.

Perhaps you know someone who would love a copy of Newsbrief; 
someone who would be inspired by what we do and how we do it, 

who would want to join us in changing children's lives. You can now request extra 
copies from our head office! Email info@globalcare.org or ring on 030 030 21 030, and invite a 
friend to be a part of our life-transforming work.

mailto:info@globalcare.org
http://www.globalcare.org
http://www.globalcare.org/volunteering
mailto:info@globalcare.org


WE HOPE YOU HAVE ENJOYED READING

Our magazine is best suited to paper copies, 
and we’d love you to receive one FREE!

Get in touch to order yours today (while stocks last)

donor.relations@globalcare.org
030 030 21 030

mailto:donor.relations%40globalcare.org?subject=I%27d%20like%20a%20paper%20copy%20of%20Newsbrief%21



