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ANNIVERSARY
APPEAL
“This new project will focus on the needs
of children with mobility difficulties,
whose capacity to benefit from local
education is clear, if only they are able
to access it. Their need and right to do
so is unarguable, and it is tragic that
so many children have been denied this
opportunity for so long. We want to
challenge negative cultural attitudes,
and show communities that by helping
children with disabilities to get to
school, we can transform their lives and
prospects. In doing so we help to build a
healthier, more equal society.”
- CEO John White

Y

Cultural stigma. Inadequate health care. Lack
of appropriate transport.
Inaccessible classrooms and inaccessible toilets. Community rejection. Plus
all the ‘usual’ challenges of poverty; not
enough food, no school uniform, no
school resources. Add a multiplier factor
– even the most committed parent or
guardian is unlikely to spend scarce
resources on sending a disabled child
to school, but will invest in their healthy
children first.
This mountain of barriers means accessing education has proved beyond
the capacity of the huge majority of
children with disabilities in Uganda.
The statistics are beyond shocking –
over 91% will never set foot in a class-

room. Of the tiny fraction who do access
education, only 6% will complete primary
education. The other 94% will drop out,
their dreams unfulfilled, their future bleak.
As we have said repeatedly
(and governments are now saying it too),
to build strong communities we need to
bring forward those left furthest behind.
These children are the very definition of ‘left
behind’. Our 35th Anniversary Appeal aims
to tackle this challenge, building on all the
work of our past to exemplify everything we
believe about our mission and our future.
We will be working with children with
disabilities in Rukungiri, in mountainous
South-Western Uganda, in partnership with
parents and schools.
A 12-month pilot programme exploring
different methods of getting children into
school will begin in January 2019, followed

(photo)

by an on-going project delivering the most
effective solutions in a sustainable way.
Over the course of 2018, our 35th
Anniversary year, we have so far raised
almost £27,000 towards this goal. This
Christmas we hope to more than double
this amount, raising at least another
£30,000 through our Christmas Appeal.
“Please support these most vulnerable
children this Christmas,” says John.
“Breaking down these barriers is a longterm challenge and it’s important that we
get started on a secure financial footing,
knowing we have all we need to deliver the
best solutions, to help as many children
into school as possible.”

OSCAR’S

S AV E T H E DAT E

OPPORTUNITY
Six-year-old *Oscar was one of the first
children to join The Ark, our disability day
centre in Soroti, when it opened in 2012.
Paralysed in his legs and with diﬃculties
with his arms as well, Oscar could neither
stand nor walk, only sit.However, it quickly
became clear that Oscar had the capacity
to attend a local school, if only proper
arrangements could be made. He lived
alone with his mother in a small grassthatched hut, and she barely made a living,
selling second-hand clothes donated by
well-wishers. She had no spare money or
inﬂuence to help him get to school herself.
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Thanks to Global Care’s intervention,
Oscar started school in 2013. Global Care
supplied a wheelchair, and an adapted
chair in which he could sit in the classroom.
For five years his classmates willingly lifted
him out of the wheelchair and carried him
into class, but earlier this year Global Care
paid for ramps to be installed to classrooms
and a pit latrine, to allow Oscar, now 11, to
be access school facilities more easily.
He is a popular member of the class, and
he is making excellent progress – staff
described him as “a very brilliant and
encouraging boy” after his lowest mark in
five end of year tests was 72%!

*Our front cover photo shows Oscar at school earlier in 2018

We are delighted to announce that we are once again taking part in the Big Give
Christmas Challenge. Donors to our Christmas Appeal, who give online during
the week of the Big Give – from noon on Tuesday 27th November to noon on
Tuesday 4th December – can double the value of their donations, £1 for £1,
thanks to match funding. So your gift of £5 will be worth £10, £25 worth £50,
£100 worth £200 etc, thanks to match funding offered by our generous Pledgers.
We hope a generous response to this exciting opportunity will allow us to
raise well over £10,000 during this week alone, towards our Christmas Appeal
total. Please put the date in your diaries! In 2017, our first year of the Big Give,
we were only able to offer match funding of £4,000, and many donors were
disappointed when the funds were used up in the first 36 hours. Hopefully a
larger sum available this year will inspire even more donors to take part, helping
to make a difference to the lives of extremely vulnerable children with disabilities
in Uganda, by enabling them to go to school.

DONATIONS MUST BE MADE VIA THE BIG GIVE WEBSITE FROM
27 NOV - 4 DEC TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR MATCH FUNDING.
• If you would like to be reminded of this by email nearer the time, please contact
us with your email address at donor.relations@globalcare.org or by using the
enclosed form.
• If you are holding an event, or church service, during the Big Give week, and
would be able to run a ‘donation station’ encouraging people to give online, please
contact Ella-Sophia on 030 030 21 030. We can supply ﬂyers, posters and other
resources to anyone wanting to help us in this way. Thank you!

+

Use the QR Code...
or donate via the link from our website at
www.globalcare.org/building-ability-in-disability

“We will ‘leave no one behind’ and
put the furthest behind ﬁrst. We
will champion the rights of the most
underrepresented and marginalised
persons with disabilities, of all ages,
affected by any form of multiple
discrimination, and notably women
and girls with disabilities”
The Charter for Change adopted by the
Global Disability Summit, led by the UK
government’s DFID, in London, July 2018

THREE DECADES
JOY AND JUSTICE
A WORD FROM THE CEO
In 2018 we have taken the opportunity
to look back at some of our past work,
reminding ourselves of the impact we
have had on so many children’s lives,
in the last 35 years. From our start in
Uganda to our involvement in Rwanda,
Romania, Northern Iraq and Colombia,
to our present work in India, Ethiopia,
Kenya, Zimbabwe and Zambia, we are
privileged to have seen the impact
we have had, and are having, on
thousands of young lives.
I feel God has given us the opportunity
to be part of something incredible
that gives much joy! We have
clung to our commitment to work
through groups of national Christians
committed to making a difference
to vulnerable children within their
own communities, sought to engage
supporters and partners here in the UK
who share our passion for justice, and
sought to target the most vulnerable,
whether this is due to ethnicity,
disability, gender or long term illness.
In all this we have been clear that we

want as much of our resources as possible
to be used on the front line, working
for the direct benefit of children. Global
Care thrives because of lots of things that
are impossible to add up - many people
giving what they can to make a difference,
volunteers giving of their time to help us
achieve our aims, dedicated staff giving of
themselves to see change, and Trustees
who give so generously of their talents
and time to ensure everything is done
correctly, and to ensure the maximum
impact of our work. Thank you for your
partnership and your commitment to us,
and to the cause of justice for vulnerable
children around the world.

John White

O F I M PA C T: O N E L I F E AT A T I M E
NEW DAY,
NEW HOPE
A small team of volunteers visited
the New Day Centre in Albania in
September. They were particularly
interested in learning more about the
work developing there with children
with developmental and learning
challenges, including autism.
Volunteer Barbara Heyes writes: “We
have been unbelievably encouraged by
meeting people whose lives have been
turned around. Children, young people
and parents, who had no hope… but
have found hope through the team at
New Day Centre (NDC).
“We met a family whose son *Stephen
has autism. Two years ago, he arrived
at NDC in nappies. His parents told
us Stephen had a few words when he
was 15 months old… then he stopped
speaking, there was no real interaction.
He couldn’t care for himself in any
way. Now the 5-year-old can identify
colours and shapes, he communicates
nonverbally with his parents, teachers
and therapists, he can take his shoes on
and off, wash himself, use the toilet –

and tell his carer when he needs to go, he
likes being with other children.
His parents said NDC was the only place
they could get help. The family live
in an area known as ‘The Cowsheds’
- unregistered homes created in the
old cowsheds used by the Agricultural
University when Albania was a Communist
country. While we were there, the
water tanker arrived, and families went
to buy drinking water. They don’t live
comfortably. They don’t have access to
anything as remotely helpful as the kind of

health and social care support we have in
the UK. “NDC is a place of hope – a place
that changes the lives of people who’ve
lost all hope. Once again I’m leaving a
project in awe of the dedication and care
of the local team.”

CHILDREN AT HEART
A 20-strong team of volunteers visited
Global Care’s work in Soroti in August,
as part of Global Care’s 35th Anniversary
Celebrations in the country where it all
began. They ran activity camps for children
in two local schools, and the Uganda team
organised their own celebration event too,
featuring a number of Global Care’s former
sponsored children explaining the impact
the charity has had on their own lives.
Student Tim Sigsworth was struck by the
profound difference sponsorship can make:
“Making a small change to our personal
expenditure can have a dramatic impact
on someone else’s life. Sponsoring a child
through Global Care costs £22 a month, the
equivalent of a meal out for two. What I’ve
learnt by seeing the work of Global Care
first hand is the profound impact that such
a sum can have." “There are many things
I will remember about this trip, including
stories from sponsored children that will
stay with me forever,” says Ella-Sophia,
our donor development officer. “However,
the biggest joy was to watch the Ugandan
staff in action. Not only is their work ethic
admirable, but they do it all with beaming
smiles, thanking God each morning for
simply waking up!

“Their love for the children reaffirmed
to me why we partner with local
people. The Ugandan staff, always have
the best interests of the children at
heart, even if this means challenging
what the UK office wants to do. “Every
day they live and experience the work
that we only hear about. The stories
of great sadness and triumph which
we read, from a computer screen or
Newsbrief, are all stories the staff have
seen unfold in the moment. When you
are sat in an office in the UK it is hard
to imagine what they are doing every
day, now I know! They are some of the
most dedicated people I have had the
privilege of meeting.”

‘A LIGHTHOUSE AMONGST THE UNDER-PRIVILEGED…
THE DOWN-TRODDEN AND THE ALIENATED’

People impacted by the work of Global Care are sharing their stories as a way of marking our milestone year. 35stories is proving a popular feature on
our website and social media pages. Search for GlobalCareUK or go to www.globalcare.org/ resources/35stories/ to read or watch the stories in full,
and watch out for the final stories, to be added in the next few months.
“As a partner, we are very
grateful indeed for the
ministry of Global Care
in Ethiopia. The Hadiya
pre-schools are breaking
the yoke of illiteracy
and communities are
becoming more and
more aware of the value
of education. Thank you
so much for your
generous support.
May God Bless you.”
Mamo Katsela, Director,
Addis Kidan Baptist Church
Welfare and Development
Association

“In Kolkata, there are far
fewer opportunities for
people who are illiterate.
If I hadn’t been given the
privilege of sponsorship
through Global Care, then
I would probably have
ended doing a menial
job… Here in Kolkata,
Global Care is a lighthouse
amongst the underprivileged, the poorest
of the poor, the
down-trodden and
the alienated.”

“Gentle can spell her
name and can complete
jigsaws with help. She can
feed and wash herself and
is healthy and growing.
She proudly shows visitors
how she can write her
name and count from one
to ten. Gentle’s progress is
amazing, and we are very
impressed by what the
Ark is doing for
these children…”
Staff in Soroti Uganda

*Malaki, India

“Education offers children a ladder out of poverty and a path to a promising future. About 264 million
- Unicef 2018
children and adolescents around the world do not have the opportunity to enter or complete school.”

“Surely if it was not for Global Care I
would have died of either malnutrition or
dysentery, because most of my age mates
did die, especially in 1994 when Teso was
hard hit by famine. Many children died in
the camp, but because we were provided
with a meal at school and food to take home,
soap and clothes, I survived. Through this
support I managed to go through primary
and secondary education successfully
until I qualified in as a secondary school
teacher.”
David, Uganda

“There is nothing mundane about the
Morning Star Care Centre. It reaches out
to a hurting community, being God’s hand
extended, bringing hope to the hopeless.
We can only thank you for supporting us,
for being an invaluable partner in forming
and shaping the lives of these children
entrusted to us. We thank God
for your commitment.”
Community Concern, Sri Lanka

“Every time his mother comes to see him
she feels relief to see his smiling face. After
coming here *Ross’s life became changed.
He is getting enough food everyday here and
he has so many friends. Proper food, regular
health check-up, friendly environment,
opportunity of study, everything is keeping
him happy and healthy.”
Home of Love, Bangladesh

What’s the ripple effect of your involvement with Global Care? Tell us
your stories via our social media pages at @GlobalCareUK

“I don’t think it’s ever possible to really
know the ripple effect of an organisation
like Global Care. All I can say is that the
experiences I was fortunate enough to
have through the charity changed my
life forever, and have impacted since on
the lives of hundreds if not thousands of
children I have spoken to over the years. It
is said that the two most important days in
a person’s life are the day they are born and
the day they realise why they are born, and
it was through Global Care that I learned
my own ‘why’.”
Calum McKenzie, UK. Father of four,
teacher, Global Care volunteer.

Serving ‘The Least Of These’:
A Sponsorship Story
“As I chatted with one of the teachers I
felt a little person hug my leg! I looked
down into the shy, smiling face of the
young girl whom a House Group in my
church sponsors through Global Care.
She is older than the photo we have, but
her smile is the same - bright, generous,
joyful. She showed us her classroom, full
of pictures and examples of the children’s
work. It had so much in common with a
classroom back in the UK, a vibrant and
engaging place to learn. She showed us
some of her work 96%, 98% … suddenly
she searches through the pile and pulls out
another piece of work - 100% with a big
star! She proudly holds this whilst we take
a photo. She is delighted with her hard
work and achievement. I ask her what she
wants to be when she is older. “A teacher”
she replies. At the end of our time with
her, I ask her what she will do today, the
first day of school holidays. Does she
have chores to do, will she play with her
friends? Her answer is simple and stark “I
don't have any toys to play with.” In that
moment the impact of child sponsorship
came vividly to life for me. Because of

sponsorship this bright, hardworking, fun
loving child who lives in one of the slums
of Kampala and who doesn't have any toys
- this child is able to go to school. She is
certain of a meal each
school day. She is given the opportunity to
learn and to dream. Without sponsorship
her mother wouldn't be able to afford the

‘Overwhelmed
with need…. I look
at the child in front
of me and make a
difference to them.’
cost of the school uniform. Without the
uniform this girl with 100% wouldn't be
able to attend school. Without attending
school all the potential and love of
learning this girl has would lie dormant,
unreached. Child sponsorship gives her the
opportunity to work hard and achieve her
dream to be a teacher, a future far beyond
anything her parents would have dared to
dream for her.
I asked one of the team at the Global

Care Centre in Soroti if they are ever
overwhelmed by the need, by the number
of children who can't go to school unless
there is financial help. “Yes regularly”, he
replied, “but when I am, I look at the child
in front of me and act to make a difference
to them.” During our visit I was reminded
over and again of Jesus’ talking with his
disciples shortly before he died. “Lord,
when did we see you hungry and feed you,
or thirsty and give you something to drink?
When did we see you a stranger and invite
you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?
When did we see you ill or in prison and
visit you?” The King will reply, “Truly I tell
you, whatever you did for the least of
these brothers and sisters, you did for me.”
Matt 25:37-40.”

Sandra Cobbin,
Uganda volunteer

It only costs

73p

a day to sponsor a vulnerable child

and grow a strong adult. www.globalcare.org/sponsor

TH ANKSGIVING

EVENT

&

Dinner
Auction

Help us close our anniversary year by
committing ourselves into the hands of the
God we serve, giving thanks for his provision
over 35 years, and looking for his leading
in the future. Our final event of 2018 is a
Thanksgiving Service, on Saturday 1 December,
at the Salvation Army, Lamb Street, Coventry,
featuring both our Patrons Baroness Caroline
Cox and Fiona Castle. The service will be
preceded, from 2pm, by a choice of workshops
exploring different aspects of our work.
These include our focus on children with

We

are celebrating our 35th anniversary in style with a Gala

disabilities, the long-term effects of adverse

Dinner and Auction on Saturday 10 November, at the Village

childhood experiences, what makes Global

Hotel in Coventry. Items up for grabs in the auction include

Care’s approach distinctively different, and

a stay in a Highland holiday cottage, a hotel deal, tickets for
the English National Ballet in London, visits to multiple historic buildings, a
photoshoot, vouchers for family fun days including the Tamworth Snow Dome
and Warwick Jump In, sports tickets, restaurant vouchers and more.

our work to engage supporters here in the UK.
There will also be an opportunity to pray, both
individually and corporately. We hope this
will offer you a chance to meet the team and
get to know us better. Following a light meal,
the Thanksgiving Service will start at 6.30pm.

All funds raised will go towards our new initiative helping children with

Please reserve your place by phoning

disabilities in Uganda access education, so it will be a great night in support

030 030 21 030, or book online at www.

of a really great cause. Excellent local band, Living the Dream, will provide live
music, so put on those glad rags and dancing shoes and join us. Check out the
full auction catalogue on the event webpage.

Be quick, tickets are going fast!
www.globalcare.org/gala-dinner

globalcare.org/thanksgiving-service, letting
us know any dietary requirements if you are
attending the whole event.

www.globalcare.org/thanksgiving-service

Protection
Home Opens
The new protection home in
Guatemala was officially opened by
the British Ambassador to Guatemala
in August, together with an American
couple who helped fund the purchase
of the building. The official opening
was an emotional ceremony packed with
children’s stories, of how at
times of crisis our partners SKD
Guatemala had intervened and
supported them, especially
through the mentoring scheme.
The new home offers temporary shelter
for children and families at risk, who
need immediate protection and support.
They can stay for up to two weeks while
a viable alternative is found. Global
Care made a significant contribution to
adapting and refurbishing the home,
with a gift of around £51,000, thanks to a
legacy gift.

Preventing School
Drop Out

Children at risk of school dropout are being kept in the classroom,
thanks to a programme of after-school tuition from our partners in Sri Lanka.
The tuition has proved such a success that numbers have more than trebled, and a
second centre has opened: Initially the tuition programme at our partners’ Morning
Star Centre, in Sri Lanka, had just 40 students in Grades 1-4. By June 2018 there were
142 students, in Grades 1-10, meeting in two centres. Aimed not just at Morning Star
Centre students, but at poor students from surrounding slum communities, over 83%
of students attending said the extra classes helped them keep up with their lessons,
hugely reducing school drop out.
Our partners, Community Concern, say the need for the tuition programme stems
from the indifferent quality of teaching in government schools, which although free of
charge, have large classes and plough through material at a fast pace, meaning children
rapidly fall behind. Thousands of families routinely pay for extra tuition, but the slum
families of Dehiwela and surrounding areas just could not afford it – even if they wished
to. The programme was kick started in January 2017 with Children@Risk funds, and is
still being supported by Global Care through Children@Risk.

New Dalit
Education
Centre
Our partners in Mumbai, India, have
opened a third centre educating
Dalit children, who face huge
disadvantages in schools due to illegal
but widespread caste discrimination.
As well as the two centres in Patripul,
GCare India have now opened a third
centre in Pune. The three centres are
supporting a total of 122 children,
delivering informal education and
encouraging children back into
school, as well as advocating with
teachers and other authorities
to challenge instances of caste
discrimination, bullying and abuse.

New
School
Building
Children at the M8 primary school
in Makayi village, Kabompo, Zambia,
will finally have a permanent set of
classrooms, thanks to Global
Care’s support.
The children have been taught in
poor conditions for some time, in a
succession of temporary structures
made from wattle and daub
and other local materials, as the
community fought to get the school
started. In 2017 Global Care paid for
tin roofs to be put on a new frame,
to provide a more waterproof shelter
than the previous leaky thatch.
Now funds have been sent to
complete brick walls, and secure the
building, including a headteacher’s
office and lockable storage room,
where they will be able to store
textbooks and other resources
securely for the first time.

Making More

Waves

A huge thanks to everyone who took part in our Dragon Boat Regatta in June, which
raised almost £17,000 in support of our Anniversary Appeal, as well as attracting 12
new partners.
The Coventry winners were a team from Mayway Builders / Holbrooks Evangelical
Church, who were ten seconds ahead of the field from the very first heat. However,
the other five teams thoroughly enjoyed their attempts to catch them, and the sunny
day on the banks of the river Avon, in Warwick, overseen by the fabulous staff at
Warwick Boats, was declared a huge success by everyone involved.
So much so, we have already booked the date to repeat the event next year! So if
you’d like to get involved, either as an individual, or by getting together a team of
colleagues, friends or from your church, register your place with Anita on
events@globalcare.org and we’ll see you on Saturday 27 June 2019. Don’t miss out!

Staff
News
Former Head of Operations Paul
Rowell retired at the end of
September after nine years with
Global Care, during which
he managed most of our
international projects. CEO John
White paid tribute to his ‘thoughtful,
careful work’ over the years, and
particularly the legacy he leaves,
in terms of our strategic focus on
children with disabilities. Please join
us in praying for him and his family as
they embark on this next adventure!
Our new Head of Operations is
Jonathan Temple, who comes to us
from Oasis Academies, where he was
responsible for Oasis’ work in Uganda.

GLOBAL CARE

Christmas Cards 2018

This year’s Christmas cards use appealing Nativity images featuring children
at the Soroti centre in Uganda. The cards cost £3.49 for a pack of 10, including
envelopes. Please purchase from the oﬃce on 030 030 21 030,

at any of our charity shops or by using the enclosed form.

TRUSTEES NEEDED
As we look towards the next 35 years for
Global Care, our Trustees have adopted
a new code of governance, following an
extensive review. As part of this we are
seeking new trustees to help shape and
guide our development and direction. In
particular, we are looking for people with
relevant expertise in relief and development work, fundraising and PR, to support
and oversee our work in these areas.
If you know anyone suitable, or would
be interested in the role yourself,
further information can be found at

www.globalcare.org/volunteering

*Names have been changed to
protect the identity of children.
Global Care, 2 Dugdale Road,
Coventry, CV6 1PB

EVERY PENNY COUNTS
Online shoppers can raise extra money for Global Care simply by adop�ng a new internet shopping rou�ne. By using
www.giveasyoulive.com you can shop with over 4,200 popular stores, and a percentage of your purchase will be donated to
Global Care. Each store offers a different percentage, so check out your favourite online outlets before you shop! Online giant
Amazon run their own donation scheme – donating 0.5% of all eligible purchases on their website to Global Care, via Amazon
Smile. Simply shop via www.smile.amazon.co.uk instead of the usual Amazon address, and select Global Care as your charity of
choice. You can even combine discounts by using Amazon Smile via Give As You Live. It may not feel like much, but it all adds up!

Tel: 03003021030
info@globalcare.org
www.globalcare.org
Registered Charity No. 1054008

