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Cyclone Idai, 
which caused 

huge loss of life and catastrophic 
damage in Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe and Malawi, severely 
impacted our Zimbabwean 
partners.

Thankfully no-one was hurt at the 
Houtberg Childcare Centre, in Chipinge, 
but high winds and flooding damaged 

buildings and destroyed essential crops. 
Electricity was cut off for weeks, putting the 
borehole out of action. Food stored for sale in 
freezers was ruined.

Thanks to your support, we sent $5000 in 
emergency aid, paying for food, fuel and 
emergency supplies, including mosquito 
repellent, as large amounts of standing water 
on saturated ground meant the threat of 
malaria rose significantly.

We also paid for a temporary fix for the pit 
latrine, which was damaged beyond repair. 
New latrines will be dug once the ground has 
dried out.

In recent years we have invested significantly 
in agricultural initiatives in order to make the 
centre more self-sufficient. The cyclone has 
severely disrupted these plans, destroying 
essential maize, bean and vegetable crops. 
As harvests across the region have been 
destroyed, food shortages and rising prices 
will be an ongoing challenge.

Our partners will need significant additional 
support with food costs, and help to  
re-establish the agricultural business.

CEO John White said: “We have supported 
the Houtberg Centre through two decades of 
political and economic turmoil, and we are 
committed to helping them through this latest 
setback. Careful investment in farming at the 
Centre has been making a big difference to 
the sustainability of the project, and we are 
keen to get them back on their feet.”

 

For this reason, the cyclone-damaged 
Houtberg Childcare Centre will be the 

subject of our annual Harvest Appeal later 
this summer. Keep an eye on our website for 

further details.

ZIMBABWE

‘News’ doesn’t always happen to ‘other 
people’ – sometimes it hits people we care 
about, and hits them hard.

As you can read here, several of our partners 
have experienced major challenges recently, 
due to events which made headlines around 
the world.

Please pray for our international partners. 
Recent months have given us a stark reminder 
that they not only face the daily difficulties of 
working in a context of poverty, but are also 
vulnerable to extreme weather, political or 
religious violence and other challenges.

You can also read more about what 
partnership means to us. We are committed 
to providing support which springs from 
relationship, rather than imposing our 
own ideas from afar. Hence our work in 
Zambia, with a community which dreamed 
of a permanent school building, contrasts 
enormously with our support for the Karenni 
people, who have good reason to prefer 
impermanent school structures. 

Finally, thank you for your own partnership 
with us. We couldn’t do any of this without 
your support.

When headlines hit home...



In Sri Lanka, the small 
Christian community has 
been devastated by the Easter 
Sunday bombings, killing or 
injuring up to 800 people.

One explosion took place in 
Dehiwela, the community in 
which our Sri Lankan partners 

have served for over 20 years.

No-one at our project was killed or 
injured, but our partners report a huge 
change in atmosphere, with rising 
political and religious tensions, great 
fear and civil unrest. There is also great 
sorrow, particularly within the small 
Christian community, as ‘everybody 
knows somebody’ killed or injured in the 

attacks.

Sriyani Tidball, co-founder of our 
partners Community Concern, writes: 
“The past weeks have been just some 
of the toughest. The stories are never 
ending and some are horrific. Our family 
and our Community Concern family is 
safe. However, everyone knows someone 
who passed away. 

“ISIS has taken full credit for this and I am 
sad they picked innocent Sri Lanka to take 
their revenge on. It seems they are very 
organized here and we did not know. 

“Now our Muslim friends are scared 
because they are not safe from 
community members who have had their 
families blasted by Islamic Terrorism. And 
all of Sri Lanka is worried. 

"So, we are just looking to God for our 
safety. What else can we do? And help 
rebuild and restore what has been 
destroyed, some we can never, but some 
we can. 

"Right now, the prayer we need is for 
the military to uncover the bombs and 
ammunition in safe houses all over the 
country, and to find the few hundred ISIS 
members waiting for their orders. This 
place is not safe but we are glad to be 
here.”

Sriyani has a personal link with the 
church attacked in Batticoloa, and 
Community Concern is supporting bomb 
victims from the church who are being 
sent to Colombo for medical care. These 
include a father with two injured sons, 
aged six and eight, who lost his wife and 

toddler daughter, and a six-year-old girl 
who was blinded and orphaned in the 
attack, who has been hospitalised with 
her aunt, who has severe burns and a 
broken leg. “The injuries may heal after 
surgery, but how do you heal broken 
hearts?” asks Sriyani. “We are praying for 
a miracle.”

The team are also planning to run a 
psychosocial workshop for the Sunday 
School teachers at the church, who are 
severely traumatised. Two of the Sunday 
School teachers were killed, and many of 
the children. 

 
Global Care has sent a gift of £1,000 

from our Children At Risk fund, to 
support the care of children injured in 

the attacks. 

EASTER BOMBINGS 
"This place is not safe, but we are glad to be here..."

SRI LANKA



No more 
lessons 

under trees or in leaky shelters! 
Classes can continue whatever 
the weather, thanks to brand 
new school buildings funded by 
Global Care in north western 
Zambia.

Four permanent classrooms, a 
headteacher’s office, secure storage 
facilities and pit latrines for boys 

and girls have replaced lessons under 
trees and in temporary wattle and daub 
shelters at M8 Primary School in Makayi 

village, Kabompo, the poorest district in 
Zambia.

Global Care is working in Makayi, along 
with two neighbouring villages, in 
partnership with local Christian 
group, the New Life Action 
Foundation Trust.

Project leader Steven Kajila 
says the new classrooms 
have had an immediate 
impact on school enrolment 
and attendance. “There are 
now so many children at this school 
because of this permanent structure,” he 
says. “Secondly, community citizens have 
been so convinced by the new classroom 

structures they have been voluntarily 
engaged in persuading pupils to attend 
classes regularly, and subsequently 
attendance at M8 Primary School has 
greatly improved.

“We say THANK YOU, THANK 
YOU! We really appreciate to 
God for sending Global Care 
and its partners to come to our 
aid.”

Steven says the new facilities 
are a major boost not only for the 

children but for the teachers and wider 
community too, with the new buildings 
also used for meetings and adult literacy 
classes.

Assistant director Albeus Mapalu Muluchi, 
added: “Pupils and teachers are no longer 
trekking up and down to find a classroom 
for the day. The teachers have been 
inspired and pupils’ learning experience 
has been improved. This is a dream come 
true at Makayi village. May God bless 
Global Care.”

THIS IS A

DREAM COME TRUE
ZAMBIA

A volunteer team from Grange Baptist 
Church, in Letchworth, one of two UK 
churches which have partnered with 
the work in Zambia, will be visiting 

Makayi with CEO John White in July.



CEO John White reflects 
on time spent with long-
term partner DS, who has 
dedicated his life to serving 
the disadvantaged people of 
Karenni State, Myanmar.

As I spent time with DS  
I was reminded once again 
how special so many of our 

partners are. A self-confessed "jungle 
man" he feels out of place in town. 
Even though we met in an area of 
north-western Thailand which feels 
fairly remote to me, he still feels 
uncomfortable. 

We spent time going through his work 
supporting village schools in the south 
of Karenni state in Myanmar. Talking 
through the difficulties of running 
village schools which the government 
is seeking to eliminate.

The government is keen to build 
schools, provide teachers from out 
of state and help develop the area. 
But the price these communities will 
have to pay is huge. Gone will be their 
language, culture and any choice they 
have, on anything to do with their 
children's education.  

As I pushed for more information 
I asked, “Why not sacrifice a bit 
of autonomy for the sake of their 
children's education?” He slumped 
in despair as he reflected on the fact 
that Global Care have partnered with 
the minority ethnic Karenni people for 
over 20 years and still did not grasp 
the situation.

But surely there is a ceasefire, there 
is a peace, there is more freedom for 
travel? The more we talked the more 
out of my depth I felt.

DS patiently took me through the 
problems: Regular fire fights between 
government troops and freedom 
fighters as the government constantly 
ignores the agreed lines drawn up as 
part of the ceasefire. The constant 

pressure by outsiders – Chinese 
investors, government officials from 
central areas, other NGOs whose 
support depends on government 
registration.

After two days of reviewing the 
activity reports and financial reports 
from the last two years, asking what 
we could do in future and how we 
could try to build something together, 

I began to realise that I was pushing 
for something that was not what the 
community wanted. 

We can't build quality buildings for 
any of the schools, even for the largest 
that provides education for over 150 

children, as the government will 
just come in and take it over. So 
we will continue to help build 
with bamboo or timber – making 
sure that they don't look too 
good. They will be built so that 
they don’t last long. Besides you 
never know when they will have 
to move on again.

We can't help to make things 
too sustainable – that would 
just encourage the government 
to swoop in and impose their 
control.

So we will continue to support 
the “jungle man” as he walks for 
four days up and down mountains 
to access the villages and take 
support to his community. The 
schools will be provided with 
support for their teachers, 
teaching in their own language, 
keeping Karenni culture alive for 
another generation. The 70 most 
vulnerable children will receive 
food, soap and other rations. We 

will continue to support DS so he can 
visit twice a year to encourage and 
work with the six village education 
committees and Headmen. 

But we pray that one day we can move 
on from just keeping their hopes alive 
for a better time and actually work with 
DS and his communities to really build 
a future together. Pray that it will be 
soon.



Children with disabilities 
who were completely 

isolated are benefiting from a new 
playscheme in Abeko, in rural north 
Uganda.

The playscheme has been organised by a new 
Disability Support Group in Abeko, following the 
success of the Atira Disability Support Group, also 

near Soroti.The support group, working with Global 
Care’s Soroti team, identified 24 out of 113 children 
with disabilities, whom they felt would benefit from 
play opportunities, as they were not in school, and 
completely isolated at home. 

The initiative has had enthusiastic support from a local 
headteacher who renovated a classroom in order to 
host the playscheme. Three playworkers have been 
engaged, and the children enjoy sand and water play, 
ball games, parachute games, painting and crafts, as 
well as music and singing, for two mornings per week.

A grant from Global Care’s Food & Future programme is 
covering feeding costs. The children receive a nutritious 
mix of eggs, porridge, posho, sugar and locally-made 
bread. It costs £280 to feed 24 children twice per week, 
per 14-week term.

The playscheme started in February 2019, and is 
already having a positive impact. Playworker Vicky 
said: “At first we were worried because we didn’t know 
anything and the children were not speaking, some 
seemed numb, but now they count, they interact, they 
can speak small words in English. Children were not our 
friends at first and even moved away from food, now 
they are relaxed and interact with other children and at 
break everyone is eager to eat.”

Parents report positive changes for both themselves 
and their children: “My child is so happy, we have seen 
change. He was helpless to the point where he could 
not have hope, he used to just lie down and be sick, 
now he plays.” 

The grandmother of girl with autism said: “Before the 
playscheme she loitered from house to house, she 
was not controlled. Nobody wanted to associate with 
her. They called her “mad child”, she could be stoned 
and beaten in the communities. Now every morning 
she wants to go to school. She knows, yes it is her 
happiness, she wants to go. We tell her if she moves 
(wanders about the village) she can’t go, so she stays, 
her behaviour has changed.” 

Long-standing Global 
Care supporters and 

volunteers Dr Tom and Barbara Heyes 
visited Uganda to support our Rukungiri 
team in developing the new disability 
initiative. Barbara reflects on her 
experiences, and good news recently 
received:

Over three days, hot and dusty, we climbed 
hills, crossed streams on rotting planks, and 
trekked through ‘bush’.  At the end of each 

hike, we’d find a mud and wattle house with a grass-
thatched roof, home to a family with a child with 
disabilities. No electricity. No running water. 

Families struggle to survive in such harsh 
environments, walking miles for clean water and 
trying to cultivate land for food. Able-bodied children 
walk several kilometres to school. Children with 
disabilities are isolated and confined to home, school 
is an impossible dream. 

We were visiting some of the 20 children taking part 
in the Rukungiri disability pilot project. 

Each family had a unique story.  *Connor’s global 
weakness means he must be carried. His mother 
took him to school on her back until he became too 
heavy.  *Ruth has weakness in both legs. She went 
to school for four days but was sent home because 
she couldn’t use the toilet. *Victoria (who can be 
seen smiling on the front cover) needed a carer to 
help her move around and take her to the toilet.  She 
needs a specialised mobility aid designed for her 
unique disability.  But mobility aids are expensive. 

UGANDA

UGANDA



We visited five schools.  Some were perched on 
hillsides, had no paths, or had only a few ramshackle 
toilets. Where we found accessible toilets, ramps 
were often unuseable, and it was hard to visualise 
wheelchair-users negotiating cramped cubicles. 

Visiting Uganda this year was the most exhausting, 
challenging, encouraging and exciting overseas 
trip I’ve made with Global Care.  Our eighth trip 
to Uganda, I thought we’d seen the worst.  I was 
wrong.  The limitations for children with mobility 
difficulties, and the effect on their families in such 
rural and remote locations is utterly heart-breaking.

That’s why I jumped up and down for joy when a 
recent flurry of emails brought incredible news 
from the team in Rukungiri. 

Helmets have been bought and children needing 
motorbike transport can go to school! 

I jumped up and down when I saw Connor 
and Ruth in wheelchairs and read 
Victoria’s physiotherapy report with 
measurements for a walking aid.
Just weeks ago these situations were so very 
different. 

If you ever wondered about the impact of your 
Christmas donation, these photographs represent 
unimaginable positive change.  We wept for families 
without hope.  Now we rejoice for children and 
families with hope for a better future.”

Initial findings of the pilot phase of the new 
disability education initiative in Rukungiri, 
Uganda, are that inaccessible toilets are 
the biggest barrier to education in this 
context. 

When transport is the key issue affecting 
the school attendance of children with 
disabilities, this is proving relatively simple 
and inexpensive to solve. Providing fully 
accessible toilets for children on often hilly 
and remote school sites, is a more complex 
issue, and far more costly.

Undaunted, our Rukungiri team have 
already begun work on new toilets at two 
schools, with more to come. Although 
expensive by Ugandan standards, such 
facilities provide solutions for more than 
one individual and will do so for many 
years to come.



Syrian children living in a 
war-torn suburb of Damascus 
described as ‘bandit-land’ will 
benefit initially from a new 
School Club, thanks to support 
from Global Care. 

A grant of $1000 was used by our 
new partners in Syria to explore 
effective ways of helping children 

access quality education, and a pilot 
project is already up and running.

However, after seeing the 
desperate needs in the 
area, further research is is 
planned to explore ways of 
helping children living on 
the streets.

The initial research 
included a survey of 
households in Al Mleha, 
an area formerly occupied 
by the Al-Nusra Brigade, 
which was in the frontline 
of fighting for years, and 
is now home to displaced 
families from across 
northern Syria. It is a 
lawless place of violence, desperation, 
poverty and social breakdown.

Families were asked about the barriers 
preventing their children from accessing 
education, as well as psychological 
support needed, as many of the children 
have suffered trauma. 

The second research study is now being 
designed to identify effective ways of 
helping children and young people living 
on the streets in Al Mleha, many of 
whom have been thrown out by families 
who say they can’t afford to feed or keep 
them. 

The research is led 
by House of Hope, a 
registered Christian charity 
in a neighbouring part 
of Damascus, working in 
partnership with Global Care 
via our existing partners in 
Lebanon.

Due to the very high 
numbers of children in need, 
the School Club project will 
focus on children who lost 
parents during the fighting 
or whose families are so 
poor that they would be 
unable to access education 

in any other way, in line with Global 
Care’s mission of helping the most 
vulnerable and marginalised children.

A pilot School Club is already up and 
running for around 70 children in 
Grades 1-3 (roughly aged 5-8). Using 
information gathered from the trial 
period, the School Club will officially 
open in September. 

Our partners say: “The aim will be to 
improve younger children’s education 
in this war-torn community, so they are 
more equipped to cope with mainstream 
education, and progress well into higher 
grades.

“We can’t stress enough the need for 
tailor-made solutions like this, if these 
vulnerable children are ever to access 
the quality learning and education which 
is an essential platform for social and 
economic recovery in war-torn Syria.”

 
Find out later this year how to help 

Global Care support this new project, 
which will be the subject of our annual 
‘Big Give’ Christmas Challenge. If you 

could be a ‘pledger’ and play a strategic 
role in this fundraising drive, check out 

www.globalcare.org/pledger  
and contact Ella-Sophia on  

donor.relations@globalcare.org



Refugee children at our Shack School in 
Lebanon endured a hard winter, with very 
low temperatures and some flooding. 

There are currently 121 students at the school, 
with 23 having returned to Syria, and 21 moved 
on for other reasons. 41 new students have been 

taken on, some have only just arrived in the area, 
and others were on our waiting list. The challenges of 
working in this transient, disadvantaged community 
are high, but our partners remain undaunted.

a beautiful flower
Many are the flowers of the fields and it is said 

that each flower has a symbol and a meaning. In 
my class there is a beautiful flower, full of love and 
tenderness, it is Jasmin. 

She was born in Raqa in 2006, the youngest of eight 
girls. Her family lived modestly through farming. A 
couple of years before the war broke out in Syria, 
Jasmin’s father decided to move to Lebanon to find 
a better job so he could provide for his family - he 

worked as a truck driver. When the war broke out, 
Raqa became a very dangerous place. Jasmin’s mother 
decided to take her kids and join the father in Lebanon. 
It was a very difficult, dangerous and long journey as it 
took them more than two months to cross the border. 
Jasmin was greatly affected, mainly by fear. Crossing 
to Lebanon, the family lived for few months in Beirut 
and later they moved to Bekaa to live in one of the 

refugee camps. For a long time in the camp, 
Jasmin has felt lonely and she was very 
introverted. When she started coming 
to school, she start changing, she start 
opening up and became a happy person. 
She is a very studious girl and loves to 
learn. Her wish is to become a civil engineer so she 
can one day go back to Syria and help rebuild her 
country.

It is said that the Jasmin flower is a symbol of love, 
giving, sensitivity and faithfulness. As her teacher, this 
is what I truly feel about Jasmin.

IN LEBANON 
HOPE BLOSSOMS



Four staff members of our partners 
in Guatemala, Street Kids Direct, 
including founder Duncan Dyason, 
are attempting to set a new world 
record for distance walking. 

As a relay team of four, they are attempting 
to walk from Lands End to John O’Groats 
and back again, in just two weeks, 

beginning 15 June. They hope this crazy test of 
endurance will raise thousands of pounds for 
their work with street children in Guatemala and 
Honduras.

In support of their heroic efforts, the Global Care 
staff team are a running a static bike cycle ride, 
in the Coventry office, to cover the equivalent of 
just one leg of the mammoth journey.

We reckon it will take 88 hours of cycling at 
approximately ten miles per hour, which the 
team and volunteers will undertake during their 
own time, but during office hours, Monday – 
Friday, starting 17 June. If anyone wants to join 
in, call the office on 030 030 21 030 and speak to 
Ella-Sophia.

We are hoping to raise awareness of the work, as 
well as funds and new partners for the recently 
opened Protection Home in Guatemala, a 
short term refuge for children and families who 
urgently need a place of safety, while longer 
term solutions are sought. 

We are asking people if they would like to 
‘Back a Bed’ in the home, by agreeing a regular 

donation of £15 per month. You will receive 
updates telling you stories of who has slept in 
the bed you have backed! More information at  

www.globalcare.org/back-a-bed

Making Waves is back! 

Please join us at St Nicholas Park, Warwick, on Saturday 
29 June, to cheer on our Dragon Boat teams. The event 
runs from 10 – 3pm, so do bring a picnic. There will also 
be activities for children. 

The teams are raising funds for the Morning Star Care 
Centre in Sri Lanka. We hope to raise enough to appoint 
a second Field Officer, as well as paying the costs of the 
existing Field Officer for three years. The Field Officer 
is the frontline welfare worker who identifies and 
supports vulnerable children in the community. It’s an 
important but very challenging role, and a second Field 
Officer is desperately needed. 

Feet

LANDS END - JOHN O'GROATS

DRAGON BOAT RACE



Ray runs a successful business as a 
‘boda boda’ man after completing an 
apprenticeship in motorcycle repair.

Ray did so well during his training 
that he stayed on as an employee 
at the same garage in Rukungiri 
afterwards. He worked hard to 
save enough money to buy his own 
motorbike and now works as a self-
employed ‘boda boda’ man, driving a 
motorcycle taxi – or ‘boda boda’ – to 
take people and goods around the 
district.

Our partners says: “Ray lost both his 
parents and is an orphan. He enjoys 
his job and is grateful to Global Care 
because he would not have been able 
to do this without their support.”

Young people in Uganda are 
being equipped with skills they 
can use to earn a living and 
support their families, through 
vocational training arranged by 
Global Care.

Sponsored children needing an alternative 
to academic study can take advantage 
of an informal network of work-based 
training placements, to learn skills such as 
hairdressing, vehicle mechanics, tailoring, 
plumbing and carpentry.

A total of twenty young people in 
Rukungiri benefitted from apprenticeships 
in 2017/18, after completing their 
PLE (Primary Leaving Examination) 
and fourteen have since found secure 
employment with good long-term 
prospects. Another six young people in 
Kampala are also in training or working. 

Our Skills Training Centre in Soroti, 
teaching tailoring and handiwork, closed 
this year, as it is now more cost effective 
to place children with local businesses, 
and also offers a broader range of 
opportunities to both boys and girls. 

Vocational Skills
UGANDA

Mason is able to look forward to a secure future, thanks to an 
apprenticeship in vehicle mechanics.

He made such a good impression during his work-based 
placement in Kampala, that once his training was finished he 
was immediately offered a full-time job.

Now Mason is busy continuing to develop his skills in a job 
he loves, and using his wages to support both himself and his 
grandmother.

RAY'S STORY

MASON'S STORY



*Names have been changed to protect the identity of children
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Our sponsored children love to receive letters 
from their sponsors. If you’re not sure what to 

write, and would like some tips on getting started, 
check out Ella-Sophia’s blog at  

www.globalcare.org/ 
writing-to-your-sponsored-child

We are so grateful to our trustees, who give freely of 
their time and expertise to oversee the work of Global 

Care. Huge thanks go to Ray Neal, who has recently 
stepped down as a trustee after over 15 years of service, 

and also to Mark Curran, who has stepped down as 
Chair of Trustees after 13 years as Chair. Mark will 

continue as a trustee. We welcome John Scott to the 
role of Chair. John has already served almost nine years 
as a trustee with us. We also welcome Jane Edwards as 

a new member of the board of trustees. The trustees 
have recently adopted a new code of governance. More 

information about our trustees and their roles can be 
found at www.globalcare.org/our-trustees

LOVE LETTERS

TRUSTEES


